Christina Lalke Elementary Scheol
BLOCK LETTER PROGRAM 2018-2019

It is that time of the school year when our intermediate students and their parents are
asked to mutually decide on Block Letter goals. The Christina Lake Elementary School Block Letter
Program rewards students through the granting of a letter at the end of each school year in
recognition of their efforts and successes in all areas of academics, athletics, arts and good
citizenship. The criterion for recognition in each of the learning domains is laid out by a point
system that is easy to monitor for the student, the parent and the school.

Beginning in grade 4, students are able to acquire a school letter of increasing size for
having met the requirement for each important domain. For example, the grade 5 letter would be
larger than the grade 4 letter, the grade 6 letter larger than grade 5. Letters are blue, except in
grade 7 when the awarding of the letters is based on colours so that a student who receives a
letter four years running would receive a gold-coloured letter; three years would receive a silver
letter; two years, a bronze letter and only the grade 7 year, a school-colours blue.

A student must hand in a signed contract in order to participate in the Block Letter
Program.

Students’ pursuits are divided into three separate domains - ‘curricular,” ‘extra-curricular’
and ‘citizenship.” All intermediate students must obtain at least one point in each domain to be
eligible for a Block Letter. As the students progress through the intermediate grades, the number
of points needed for eligibility rise. Below is a description of each domain.

CURRICULAR
e MERIT ROLL - One point may be attained by achieving a merit roll standing (GPA of 2.75) using
the following rubric:

4....... Exceeds Expectations

3. Fully Meets Expectations

2. Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)
1. Not Yet Meeting Expectations

e FINE ARTS - One point may be achieved by keeping a portfolio of examples that demonstrate
appreciation for and developing skills in fine arts, including visual arts, descriptions or evidence of
dramatic productions in which the student played an important roll or evidence of musical
accomplishments. The examples must have been created during the current school year. The
number of required pieces in a portfolio are:

Grade 4 - six examples Grade 6 - eight examples

Grade 5 - six examples Grade 7 - eight examples
EXTRA-CURRICULAR
e SPORTS - To earn a point in Sports, a student must participate in a school sport for the entire
season and consistently demonstrate sportsmanship.
e CLUBS — A point may be achieved by actively participate in a school-sanctioned club. (Chess,
Crib, Choir, Breakfast, etc.)
CITIZENSHIP
e CITIZENSHIP - To earn a point in Citizenship, a student must demonstrate an appropriate level
of respect in all aspects of school life. We hope for students to strive toward being model school
citizens showing respect when they deal with adults, younger students, each other and the school
environment. Classroom behaviour is a consideration of citizenship as it demonstrates the
amount of respect a student has for his/her classmates and teacher. Behaviours that warrant
White Slips, discipline referrals or repeated poor classroom behaviour may lead to a student not
achieveing the Citizenship requirement for receiving their block letter. See attached Rubric.




VOLUNTEERISM
e VOLUNTEERISM - To earn a point in VOLUNTEERISM, a student must help a minimum of
three hours at school fundraising events such as bottle sorts, movie nights and/or at
community events such Winterfest/Summerfest. (A signed form from the event organizer
must be sumitted to attain credit).

Each intermediate child will now go through a goal-setting process with his/her parent(s)
to set personal bench marks for acquiring a Block Letter (with an understanding of the minimum
requirement). The contract sets the criteria that will determine how the student’s block letter will
be achieved. Grade 4 students must achieve 4 points, grade 5 students 5 points, grade 6 students
6 points and 7 points for grade 7 students. Students and their parents must agree on the exact
number of activities for their contract. For example, a student in grade 4 must achieve four
points, they must decide on which four things it will be, not choosing 5, 6 or 7 things and hoping to
get four. We want students to set a goal and strive to achieve it. The hope is that many students
are motivated by the Block Letter Program to make the best of every opportunity offered at CLES
and that they will be recognized for doing so while maintaining a high standard for each domain.

Once the child and parent(s) set a standard for achievement, the child will be held to those
criteria in the form of a contract. Thus, a child and parent(s) may decide that two merit rolls, a
fine arts portfolio, three sports, and a volunteer program session is a viable and appropriate goal
for the child to feel successful. Another student and parent(s) will choose a different set of criteria
and even a different number of points. The contract is then signed by the parent(s) and student.

If the child does not meet the terms of the contract by the end of the school year they will not be
eligible for a Block Letter.

For this program to truly work, we hope that you will sit down with your child and discuss
and negotiate the terms of fulfillment that you both envision for Block Letter achievement. Please
try to be realistic with your expectations, but, as well, design terms that will challenge your child
to meet their individual potential. Do not set the terms too high so that your child will really have
to struggle to fulfill the contract, but not so low that meeting the terms will be too easy and thus
make the awarding of the Block Letter meaningless. Setting appropriate, challenging goals is an
important life skill that we must foster in our children. In order for children to be proud of their
achievements, their parents ought to be equally proud. Deciding on these terms will become
easier as your child moves through the intermediate grades and you become more confident in
predicting what sort of marks they are capable of achieving in their school work.

The B.C. Ministry of Education’s Career Education Big Ideas™ curriculum from grades 4-7
includes: “exploring students’ strengths and abilities which can help them identify goals; family
and community relationships can be a source of support and guidance when solving problems and
making decisions; good learning and work habits contribute to short- and long-term personal and
career success; leadership represents good planning, goal-setting, and collaboration.” The Block
Letter Program can be an excellent way to complement this process goal setting and educational
planning.

* https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/search?type%5B%5D=big_idea&type%5B%5D=concept_content&field_subject_range_value%5B%5D=Ca
reer+Education&field_grade_range_value%5B%5D=4&field_grade_range_value%5B%5D=5&field_grade_range_value%5B%5D=6&field_grade_rang
e_value%5B%5D=7&keys=&=Search+Curriculum

The attached form will help lead you through the process of setting the terms of block
letter achievement with your child to completion of the contract that you will both sign. Please
have your child return the signed form to the office by Tuesday, December 11, 2018.

If you have any questions about the Block Letter Program or you are not sure what is
required please call me, 447-9423.

Mr. Shawn Lockhart
Principal
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BLOCK LETTER PROGRAM 2018-2019

Dear Parents:

Here is a way of envisioning the domain point areas for the Block Letter Program.

8 Curricular

@ Citizenship

O Extra-Curricular

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT: One point from each the Curricular, Extra-Curricular & Citizenship

areas
- Grade 4's...eeceenee 4 points
- Grade 5'S...ees 5 points
- Grade 6'S...ees 6 points
- Grade 7'S.ceeceeeeinee 7 points
CAUTIONS:

- Grade 4 and 5 students need six pieces of art work for a Fine Arts
portfolio; Grade 6 and 7 Students need eight pieces of art. The school
cannot guarantee that there will be twelve or sixteen opportunities to
complete appropriate works of art for two full Fine Arts portfolios.

- Grade 4 and 5 students have three school sports team opportunities
which include volleyball, basketball, and track & field, while Grades 6 and 7

have the inclusion of soccer as a fourth opportunity.



BLOCK LETTER PROGRAM
CONTRACT 2018-2019

After having read the Block Letter Program requirements and discussed it

together, we (student and parent) have decided that (student's

name) needs to meet the following requirements of the Block Letter Program for the 2018-
2019 school year. We acknowledge that these are the requirements that he/she must attain

by the end of the school year or a Block Letter will not be received.

Please check the appropriate boxes.

Curricular Extra-Curricular Citizenship
Merit Roll Sport Citizenship X
Merit Roll Sport Volunteerism
Merit Roll Sport
Fine Arts Sport (Gr. 6/7)
Fine Arts Club
Club
Parent(s) Signature(s) Student Signature

Please return this contract to the school by TUESDAY - 11 DECEMBER 2018




